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THE YEAR WAS G0OD

WHOLESALE TRADE OF RICHMOXD
DETTER TITAN WAS EXPECTED.

~ MARKED INPROYEMENT INSOME LIKES

Yarlions Houses Report Having Ex-

tending Busivess Into New Terrl-
tory With Largely-Incrensed Snles,

Outlook for 1805 Very Dright.

The wholesule trade of Iichmond dur-
g 19 was, upon the whole, satisfac-
1ory. In some lnes this In efpeclally
trie, there huving boon macked fmprove-
men® 1896, In others the dealers
did mot do 50 well a8 In years past, but
in po line was there a falllng off of con-

pequence

Merchunis naturally feel that it Is a
gteat achievement 10 hold their own in
these days, when the stringency I8

crowling €0 many to the wall, and noces-
$linting the cloxest watch upon every de-
wll, tn ordor to avert disaster by over-
stepping very narrow marging, That they

have all been able to do this, and that
many have been able fo extend thelr
teade Into new fivlds, with & resulting In-
L erepse of sales, 18 paturally cause for
M
Upon the whole, the expectation of bet-
ter Lhing n 188, which seems general,
well-fuunded The wholexale men
ad manufacturers unite with the retall-
are In polief that times will be bet-
twr, wh lLng step towards pros-
perity. he tollowing letters sant the
Dispatol Ly tho wholesale dealers  of
Richmond sre unanimous o a remark-
able dexree in thelr expression of high

hopes for =8

THEY HAVE EXTENDED TRADE

To the Bdltor of the IMspatch
Wo have had o falrly good year In our
uuline cobaldering dopres-
hn § all over the coun
Fi tit of bullders® hard-
vh 4 most of our clly
n o - "':lll'nl 100, l‘i.’!:!'
Y wit been up to the ussal mark,
en account of the fact thit few of them
! ety of any sin We foel,
we  bhive furnishad our

i used in this hine.
1e department, by greater

T 1 in new (errliory,
we hnve hrought tind snles gquite up
to what we anticlpated.

W hopofu nothier year hns
in sture better il With the
bullding of th wer plants on
the river, which witl glve our manufactur-
ing (hterests an impetuas, and we Lrast
the bhegir at least of the great om-
provemetita of the Chesapeake and Ohlo
rullway, and the Inauguration of the
* <ot Indust all lines of huginess
i ¢ity will be henefit =ome direotly,

Indirectly; bwmt th timulus wiil
be foelt over the whole ch

A, B. CLARKE & BON,
Hardware Dealers,

THEIR TRADIE HAS INCREABED,

To the Editor of the spatchs
& has i falrly satisfag-
Yol gevers drought
ted « somewhnat, and
of Cotte ¥ injured south-
ef ing the gt two months
Bl the ye w whole shows o slight
Tha outlos virty 'gomt farm-
¢rg have made go wie and realized
I ry thian everil YOars past,
I sly exception to this Is cotton the
col of the muarkels on which 18
1 g on deprossing ¢feet on southern
tru which, ho r. may be henefichil
in futare In weing  our Eouthara
farmers 1t Hversify thelr orops 190 &
grester extent, and so FAlse more ol
tha suppil t m i dhiv it f
orey W q 1

ttention O RrisSs,
Improving crops, 1t will
tly lmproved condition of
ptural Interests, which 1s
Liyoral the prosperity
nt of all of our peopie,
v ) 1
I. W. WOOD & SONS,

Hesdsmen.
84 TERS TRADE IMPROVED.
To the Editor of the Dispateh:

Lr | g for 154 heen about ius
Inre s the previouns ar fnd equally
satislneton Thete w v doolded 1m-
provement in | u n trade untyl
cotion hed tl present low  price.
Cur  colleetio hiw i B Wi
think the ot tion promissé some 1m-
provemen VAN It hous wi o not
expuct y great juct IT the
fmprove that are promised our city
for 48 are realized, It will necessarily
fmprove our e 11 conditions

HARWOODL BROTHERS,
Dealers In Olla

FAR BETTER THAN EXPECTED
To the Editor of th IHepaten:

Wo ‘nre happy to say thiat our business
for the past o has bheen very good,
and is now 1 g up far better thin
wo hiave pny 1 n to expeot, We have
every reason 1o helleve from present Indi-
calion that our business for 1598 will sus-
paks any previous yoar.

Yours respectiully,
HOME BREWING COMPANY,

TRADE CONSIDERARBLY INCREASED,

Tao the Bditor of the Dispaten:

Ulr piano, organ, and musicnl moers
chandide sales for 130 show i oonslije-
rable Increisg over 1 which, In turn,

ar, ‘There hasg
y growth in our
w180, when all
sufferad alike,
wompllshment is
ntidl part of the
and owing to

exceeded the precedin
bien a4 stendy and he
line the panle
commercinl caterpriges

The plano and organ
pnow recognieed ns wnol
eduention of one's fumily,

iR

the essy Instalment feature, the -piand
¥ude a home In the humblest parior,
$here (he finest talent 15 often developed,

W think 1588 promises to be 4 “bannor
yuir,' as jJudged by the réporis of our
Fravelling men and other indications of o
loeul charscter. In ouf opinlon the greats
yst benefit to musle and Lusiness general-
Iy would be derjved from o more elastic
currency in the hands of country bank-

crs, who could supply the planter and
farmer with facllitles which would enable
them (o pursue thelr operations with

¢conomy on o husiness foonng.

WALTER . MUSES & CO.,

WAS HARDLY EVER RETTER,
Yo the Editor of the Dispntch:

My business has Inereased more during
the past vear-than any previoug one since
182 and 1 am happy to stale that I fenl
sutiefled, from present indicutions, that
It will contlpue to Increase during the
coming year. What our elty whnts 18
le#s cronkers and all the business men to
joln the Young AMen'™s Business Associn-
tion and the Chamber of Commerce, and
help to boom the grandost city of the
Bouth, JOHN MURFHY,

Murphy's Hotel,

BAYE THE DISPFATCH DID IT,
To tho Editor of the Dispateh:

Our business for 157 has far surpassed
our expeotations. In regard to the out-
lnok for spring, must say things never
lovked brighter in our lne,

We feel that had It not been for the
Dispateh we would hardly have boon able
10 tulk uy we do, for hardly a day passes
thal some one does not come 0 4nd g8k
fur goods which we had advertised In
your most valuable phper.

Very respectfully,
MORTON C. HTOUT & (O,
Merchant Tallor,

PROSPECTS VERY BRIGHT.
To the Editor of the Disputch;

e A ——

The glue trade for 157 wus not very

notive, on account of " manu-
facturing In nearly all lines using glue,
and overstock on cheaper grades. Of
fine glues there Ir a very small supply
on hand,

The photograph trade has been very
much cut ux among the profossionnld,
and prices are very low. The amateor
trade has inereased very much, being the
best 1 have had in the twelve years 1
have sold photographic supplles,

The ‘eycle trinde to July was very good,
when there was a cut In prices by seve-
ral makers, The wheel 1 represent Wil
not redueed In price untll  November,
when the 1568 wheels come out, sinee
which time trade has been falr for thin
gonmon of the year. Prospects for 1508
trade are very bright, as tho wheel 1
represent has glven perfeot satisfaction
In 1897, THOMAS CHRISTIAN.

NEVER DID 80 WELL BEFORE.
To the Editor. of the Dispateh:

Wo have sold in 1807 more goods, and
shipped them over a wider territory than
in any other year, and our sales for the
spritie of 188 are greater than for any
similar vear in eur long éxperience.

The outlook In the cotton country s
poor, owing to unprecedentedly low prices
for the staple, but the prospects in the
grain, tobneeo, and eattle sections are
good. Notwithstanding all adverse eir-
cumstances, weo expect and we intend to
make 1868 our banner year,

STEPHEN PUTNEY & CO.,
Boots and Shoes,

NEARLY A RECORD-BREAKER.
Ta the Editor of the Dispatch:

The volume of our business for 1897 has
beett larger than In. any previous year
pines 182, We believe the prospects are
at lenst Indleative of as good us year for
1588, Yours truly,

WOODWARD & SON,
Lumber Deanlers.

MUCH BETTER JSUSINESS THAN IN
g}

To the BEditor of ne Dispatch:

For the first six months of 197 we
found no lmprovement In business over
186; but from July o January the sales
of ench month huve been In excess of the
wame time laxt yeor, and, as a whole, our
ness for 1897 f= considerally ahead of

wholesnle business with North and
Carolinn, Virginin, and West Vir-

LIS o
South

ginin has been nbove the averige this
woason, and especiaily in the hollday line
of ohina, bric-n-brae, tovs, ete, having
solid o better cliss of these goods than
usital,

COur business opened earlier this year
than eéver before for Christmos goods,
and by the middle of September we had
us many orders as we could handls, and

early In October we wore foreed to put
on un exirin forge and longer hours in
order to keop up with the heavy demand
fur hollday  poods,

As to busitiess for 1598 In our line, we
do not belivve thut any one knows what
it will be, s there hng been considerahle
advance In earthenwareg china, etc, fnd
with increased prices, ®hich all jobbers
will be foreed to make, we belleve It
wiil have & tendency to Hold back or-
lers for a time, at least, from the coun-
try merchints, but we belleve that in n

fow months everything will straighten
Msolf out, and give us o good business
for 1808, Very truly yours,

TAYLOR COMPANY,
Chinn and Glassware,

E B

JEFFERSON'S PATRONAGE IN-
CRSEASING.
To the Editor of the Dispateh:
Business at the Jefferson for the past
yeuar, and especlally the past six months
hows o stendy Increage over the cor-
responding months of 188, and our pros-
pects for the ensuing year ure very much
better than any year previous: In fact,
the owners have found it necessary to
piit in many additional private baths to
aecommodate the Inereased number of
tourists, who demnnd the same. There
ary several improvements nearing coms-
pletlon, which will bo of matertal ad-
vantagoe to the patrons of the Jefferson.
. M. FRY, Manager.

THE OUTLOOK 18 BETTER.
Ta the Editor aof the Dispatch:

Our bus s for 1567 was not as good
as It wnis fo- 159 ¥or the month of
December our business was light for the
first part, but since the aph it has been
1 think the outlook for 1868 15

Yours truly,

ANDREW WELSH,
Agent Southern Express Company.

IMPROVEMENT IN SHOH THADE.
To {he ditor of the Dispateh:

Wea nre glad to report an improvemsent
over tecent years, and our hoy eful expre-
tatton of continued inprovement for the
caming yadr, Ouf oWwn State 18 better ot

very gopd.
eAcouraging.

than she hns been for years, in conse-
wonca of better prices for grain nnd
1 o, nnd we belleve our sputhoern
neighbors are, #s a rule, prospering, not-
withstanding the low price of cottom.

Allow us to say that we think our
phpers should take up the question of

beiter terminal facilities for our ¢ty by
the Chesipeake and Ohlo and Southern
rallways,  ‘The present  ghantices havo
peen used as depots ever since the war,
ind would be a disgrace 1o a country
cillnge. WINCGO, BELLETT & CRUMP,

shoes,

WAY PAVED FOR PROSPERITY.
To the Editor of the DHapateh:

he business conditions through n cons
iderable purt of 1897 were favorable, and
every indication peinted to an excetding-
Iy prosperous year's work, Lbut the dread-
ed yellow-fever, muking 1ts Lppearance
Just at the beginning of the best “busi-
ness season In the fall, und the great
drop In the price of cotton served to de-
moralige businéss In a large part of the
South for several months of the year, and

wa have not yot recovered from tho
ceffects of It
om lopking Into the mmtter we find

that the farmers are, as far us possible,
bolding thelr cotion for hletter prices,
They are Hmiting their neods to the
barest necessitles, and gradually as the
cotton now in the handa of the farmers
goes on the narket, it means boetter busi-
ness and more  mMOney in  cireulation
throughout the goiith than for many
yenrs during the winter maonths. Ouor
observation also lends us to beliove that
the farmers of the South have Talsed n
largor proportion of thelr own Fuppiles
than ever before, und consequently are
more independent. While there s no
indieation of a great boom in business,
the outlook for @ substantlal and far
business year during 1504 ts very bright.
The prababllities are thut business trans-
actlons during the year will be nearer on
u cash basis than ever before, and that
we ure gradually paving the way for &
return to solld, prosperous times,
Very respectfully yours,
B, F. JOHNBON.

—

THE BUILDING OUTLOOK BRIGHTER
Ta the Editor of the Disputeh:

The past year has been characterized
by grent stagnuation in all bailding opera-
tiong, and as these operations are the
first to feel the general depression in
business affaire, nnd ars the lust to recu-
perate, the bullding interest 1s still dull
and far below the pormul conditions,

‘There has been lately, however, some
fmprovement, principally consisting of
alterations and additions to old bullding=,
and the outlook is!for greater improve-
ment and activity. | There are many va-
cant houses in the Eity, but this s due
to the hard tlmes apd the congregation
of several familles futo one dwelling; but
with improvement | general  husiness
these conditions will longer exist. The
yacant houses ure ge ral'r old bulldings,
aut of date as to ph and arrangement,
and in a more or le dilapldated condi-
tion. The chance for{a ténant for these
houses grows more emote with time,
and the soonoer thes buildings sre re-
modelled or pulled dgwn, the better for
the appearance of th eity and the pos-
Aty of a return (o the owner upon
the money invested jin them. Bullding
materfals and labor are now very low in
cost, and these propergies can be improved
a much less fost thun in the fu-

1o us to be encouraging,

dently look for further mm in all
liries of business the year, as the
underlying conditions all seem to be favor-
abla and the pecple apparently more

ful, Yours truly,
ALLISON & ADDISON, Fertilizers,

MUCH BUILDING EXPECTED.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:

Business in my line has been falr, con-
sfdering the generul depression of things,
The conditlon of the lumber and mill-
work trude at this time fs dull, as it Is
alwiys so at this time of the year.

We look for a great deal of bullding be-
ing done in 1508, Hespectfully,

F. SITTERDING,
Bullder and Lumber Dealer.

HEALTHY INCREASE SHOWN.
To the Editor of the Dispateh:

We have a right to be thankful that
our business has been better during the
year now closing than before, and the
present conditions are healthy. On ac-
count of the low prices of cotton, the
growers will recelve $100,000,000 less for
their product, which will have pot only
n depressing effect upon our business,
gpon trade tributary to Richmond, but
upon the whole country., The advanced
price of wheat will about half obliterate
this amount, which goes principally to
the West. Therefore, strict economy and
earnest efforts are necessary to make the
outlook bright for 1898

RICHMOND AGR'L IMP., CO.

To the Editor of the Dispatch:

Sineo March we have been quite busy,
and thomh November was quiet, orders
have been commg In quite briskly of
late, and we carry into 158 more work
than ever before, and this should en-
cournge us, with the general trend of
Improvement, to leok for o busy nnd
prosperous New Year.

RICHMOND LOCOMOTIVE
AND MACHINE-WORKS.
ARE PERFECTLY BATISFIED.
To the Editor of tho Dispatch:

Wa are glad to be ahle to report our
perfect satisfaction with the business of
the year about to close.  The ovtlook for
1898 appears bright and prosperous, and
we soo no reason that would lead us to
belleve that we will not have f prosperous
year. While there Is no spismaodic lm-
provement In trade, there is n peneral
anid healthful improvement, and we think
1898 will show hetter results than for some
years past. Yours truly,

BALDWIN & BROWN,

Hardware and Cutlery,

LARGE SALES; GOOD COLLECTIONS
To the Editor of the Dispateh:

Taking it oll together, we think
trade for the year just olosing bas been
satisfactory, ‘Ths volume of our trade
has been much larger than ever before
but owing to the low prices of goods, of
course the amount of business In dollars
andt cents has not been very materially
‘n‘.‘l"'u.‘" !.

We have not suffered this, as in former
yenrs, from the continued decline In our
goods, ns most of them have been very
stationary, as o rule.  We think every-
thing has reached “low-wator marik,” and
the staple goods In our line are very firm
indeed, some conslderable advanges have
taken place, We think the advance will
bo general along the whole line, anil
this being the case, it will make our busi-
ness far more satisfactory than it has
heen for the fust five or ten years, with
a steadily declining market.

Our collections throughout the South
have been wonderfully good, eopsiderine
the extremely low price of cotton, which
Itan been very digsastrous to all closses of
business, Wa do not know of anything
to increazn the price of this great staple
as the supply =eems to he very much in
oxcess of the demand, but we do know
that our customers throughout the South
are In much better shape, financially
than they have been for years past. They
are, comparatively speaking. out of debl
und have learned to economize in all de-
partments of 1ife, so that they hoave beed
able to stand this great distress of low
priced cotton much Letter than they could
hoave done a few years ago.

We have bought our usunl stook
goods for the coming season, and 1o
for 1 henvy teade In 18, The ecountry
through which we travel is comparatively
tanre of goods of all kinds, and whilst we
do not think our customers are Inclined
to buy largely, =tlll we are antisfled that
they will have to buy conslderably te
supply thelr otual wants, Conservatism
seems 1o be the principle upon which al
clagses of trade are now proceedine with
thelr business,  Oor line of eradit Is very
much more thoroughly serutinized than
over before, and by strict economy on
our part nnd the part of our trade, we
hope for a successful trade in 1505

WATKINB-COTTRELL CO,
Hardware and Cutlery,

oir

LARGE DEMAND FORR FERTILIZERS
To the Editor of the Dispateh:

The demand for fertilizers for botd
spring nnd fall crops for 1807 has boon
larger thin ever hefore, the price pald for
them the lowest known in the history of
the business,

Crops of all kinds, with loeal excep-
tions anly, have been abundant, Added
to this, the Virginin farmer received the
test prices for whent obtalned In a num-
ber of years, nnil tobacco I8 now bringing
him much “begter prices than he has real-
fzged for some time, and the outlook I«
encouraging. The cotton planter bas been
fess fortunate, as 5-cent cotton, after pay-
fne debts, lenves but little money for
“Christmas cheer,”

The Indications for the coming year are
a decrensed demand for fertllizers in the
cotton Btates, and a largely locreased
demand for growlng tobaceco and other
crops grown in Virginla and Pledmont
N. O 83 W. TRAVERS & (.

——

DIG FALLING OFF IN ARRESTS,

Some 500 Less Than in 1500=<The Po-
lice Force Hecord,

The police force 1s appointed by tne
Board of Pollea Commiasioners, consmsting
of Hon. . M. Taylor, Mayor and Presi-
dent, and Messrs. Charles G. Bosher, 1.
. Flgg, John F. Jucoh, J. B, - Welsh, J.
W, Laube, and I, A, Welnbrum; E. I
White, clerk,

The police force consists of 100 ofMcers
and men, distributed as follows:

Police Headguarters, Room No. 1, City
Hall=Major 8. ¥. Howard, chilef; Ber-
geant J. ¥, Shinberger, clerk; Sergeant A.
M. Tomlinson, chief of sverst service, and
John 1. Hall and . A, Gibson; Ls 8 Ho.
bins, spescial duty.

Iirst Police-Station, 0ld Market—Cap-
taln, W. L. Thomnas; Sergeant W. @
Whitlock, 1; Sergeant J. P. Jeter, 1; Ber-
geant G, H. Matthews, 1 Sergeant J. A.
Otey, 1; patroimen, 26

Sccond Pollce-Station, Sixth and Mar-
shall gtreets—Captain, J. B Angle, 1; Ser-
geant J. A. Cosby, 1: Sergeant Ro. .\
Rrooks, 1; Sergeant T. A. Allen, 1; Act-
Ing Sergeant, ¢ H. Talley, 1; pattolmen,

o

Third Police-Station, Brook avenue ana
Marshall street—Captain B P, Hulee, 1;
Sergeant A, R, Cousins, 1; Sargoant G. W,
Epps, 1; Sergeant W, J. Orange, 1; patrol.
men, %

Officer at Poliee Court, Sergeant R. N,
Thomas. Four men are detatled for sani.
wary duty, and are under Board of Healtn,

Changes In the force during the yeur:
Died, 1: resigned, 3; appolnted, 8.

Arrests made: White, 1#8; colored,
2,000; misdemennor, 4.664; felony, 34, Tota),
498, Number of ordinance violatlons,
2,970, Number of alarms of flre, 102,

—
SUICIDE IN NORFOLK.
—

Wife of an Oyster-Pncker Shoots
Heraelf.

NORFOLK, VA, December I.—(Bpe-
elal)—At 425 o'clock this morning Mrs.
John R. Lawrence, wifa of a well-known
oyster-pa committed sulclde by
shooting herself through the head., Ehe
had been {1, and there is no douvht that

now at she was temporarily insane when she
ture. M. J. DIMMOCK. ammlltod the T::t. No other n::r ﬂcan
ascribed, hullet entered t
INCREASE IN TILIZER S*LER | temple, and death was instantaneous.
To the Editor of ti Dispatcki | The family are prostrated by the affair.

PORTS OF THE RETAIL TRADE.
U

ALMOST UNIVERSALLY DID WELL.

The Past Year an Improvement
Over the Preceding One in Every
Line=The Dealers Very Hopefal as
to 1808,

The consensus of opinlon among the re-
tall dealers of Richmond Is that business
during 1897 was better than Jduring 159,
Some of the city merchants tell the Dis-
patch that they saw no improvement,
Lut these are in the great minority—a
minority not so great, however, as that
composed of those who found their trade
not so good, or who do not expeet 188
to be better than 1897, from a business
polnt of view,

Every Lranch of trade seems to have
done better than In 1884, Decreases In
sales ars announced in some branches,
but in the great majority It will be ob-
served sales were better, In some cases
veéry much go,

It is natural, then, that tlie new year
should be entered upon with hopefulness.
It s gratitying, as well, for a belief In
better times makes times better. It
weoms that they all expect great things
during 188, and thelr expecting It Is par-
tial assurance, at least, that they will
not be disappolnted., This s what some
of the most prominent retnilers of Rich-
mond say of 187, and nrediet for 1508:

L -

Mr, Ike Cohen, of the Cohen Company,
dry goods: The trade of our house has
been more sitisfactory the past year than
In any of ot lenst five previous, and 1
gca no reason why the litle spurt cf
prosperity should meet with sudden check
just wyet. It's my opinfon that we are
entering a year in which peace and plenty
will relgn supreme; certainly for those
who will keep thelr mouths open, s0 As
to eateh thelr share.

. . L]

Mr. Moyer Syele, dry goads: I think the
country In general i in o more prospe-
rous condition than it has been since the
ond of 1852, Still, we will hardly see the
day that the people will spend muney as
liberally, as lavishly, as they did prior
to that time, This Is a new cra—the
muothods of living, the methods of doing
businesa, must be changed to guit, and
we will hava prosperous and happy times,
Our business for 1887 has been very satls-
funotory, and everything points to In-
ereased sales in 188 Our hollday sales
wore larger than they have been in five
years. The mujority of our customers
did not buy as expensive articles, but
the aggregnta showed a declded Increase,

Sl 10l

The Globe Shoe nnd Clothing Company:
Ourselves—possibly (t s not good tae
to muake personal allusions, but we are
siuch mn excessively young flrm that 1t
muay be pardoned. We cannot point with
pride to a long and distunt pust. It Is
only gixtesn short months sinee we made
our bow tn the Richmond publle, In this
short poriod of time we have built up o
business =econd to none in our lne. We
think the outlook for 1868 e bright. There
15 an, atmosphere of confidence and a re-
newed spirlt of energy among all clagses
of trade and industry which presages
better times. The country I8 compara-
tively prosperous, and the wealth of the
land is distributed in perhaps as falr
proportion as it ever will be. 8o don’t

let us bemoun over fate, but Keep up
with the procession, remembering that
vayecess bogets success’

L] e L
Messrs. Miller & Khouds, dry goods: A
noticeable Increase in our business since
the ushering in of the fall geason, In
volume far exopeding any previous fen
years, gives rife to hopeful fndications
oo 1888, One shie most healthful signs
of prosperity, and one that has o Jasting
ring to It, is the steady rise In prices
if row materials and manufactured pro-
tucts, which will start up our idle miils
and glve work to the Inboring classes
Parmers are realizing very good prises
for their products, and the result ls a
dieldedly Increased Lusiness from that
direetion. A summary of our experienes
from the past three months seems to as-
a prosperous year sahead.
. * -

Afr, Charles Hutzler, of A. Hutzler's Sons,
iry goode: In looking back through the
pnat yenr I percelve conditlons that have
equired continned  watchfulness, care,
imd congervatism of judgment, and fAmd
our bus<inesa stands In about the
e position It occupied o year ago
This I8 somewhat contrary to business
riilea, which require that enterprises
must either ndvance & recede. In seck-
lug a eause Tor the abs™ace of profituble
veturns, 1 find there is o general de-
maralization of publle relationship to
cound buginess princlples, which are dis-
turbed by the alluring schemes of ift
sriterpriges, and other devices devold
wen of the redeeming features of gom-
Lilng. It seems that the merchant who
(rhyels out of this path s doomed to
truggle awhile longer und wait for
moral regeneration. With abiding falth
in the ultimate triumph of the higher
stundard, I calmly lodk forward to wnat
s now not well cstablished—a return’ of
confidence between buyer and seller, Turn-
ing from the past und present, and look-
Ing forward, the greatest promise in the
divection of prosperity may be seen in
the firm strengthening of values, which
is & revergal of the past four years' ex-
perience. This glves the merchant o
chance to recuperate his strength, and
helps to bring on an era of thrift which,
under present conditions, would be more
henefielnl If 1t approsch gradually and
with easy strides. The conservative man
I business is the conservator of the na-
tion's wealth.

that
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0, H. Berry & Co., clothing: 1 undoubt-
edly think that business is looking up-
wird, Our business has materially in-
creased In the past six months over the
corresponding perlod of a year ago. The
popular tendency Is toward better-grade
goods than has been demanded for the
lust yenr or so, which, I think, indicates
4 much better feeling, and I look for an
increased demand for the higher qualities
of merchandise for the coming year.

L] P L]

Messrs, Jucob Lewit & Som, dry goods
and millinery: Considering the chrome
cry which our people have gotten n the
habit of uslng—hard times, no money,
and so on-we congratulate ourselves on
having been as successful as we really
have been during the past year. Our
gross amount of sales ran very much
ahesd of any year during our existence,
and wao can only complaln about one
fenture of business at the present tima,
and that Is the tendency towards low-
priced goods, which naturally affects
profits greatly. Our holiday trade was
exeoptionally good, and, to use the month
of December us a criterion, the monopo-
l:sts have certainly not cornered all the
currency In the land. T think with plenty
of good, sound husting, and a tinge of
confidence that our merchants will more
than hold thelr own during the coming
year.

9 g ¥

NMr. B. B. Bowles, shoes: Trade has
peen satisfactory with me this season.
fur better than I expecied. 1 ean ses no
reason why T shall not look for better
trade in 1598, & 5%

-

Mr. J. H. Bushy, furnlture: My bosl-
nass for the year of 1597 has beerr fairly
good, even beyond my expactation, for
which 1 feel grateful to my friends and

trons, and in view of the business out-
ook for the coming year of 1888, I feel
pssured that business will greatly im-

i
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plans to make progress In this clty?
May every merchant and men of every
branch of business put on the whole
armor and win the vietory for the year
of 158,

* . L]

Mr. A. Gresntree, clothler:
to #ay that my business was far
In 187 than in 186. Thers scems to be
more money with the workingmen. If
mssd.wl!l be as good gs 1507 1 shall be very
gla

.,
Mr. R. I. Winston, of the Nowlan
Company, Jewellers: Our business for
the year has been very satisfactory, anad
while no class of merchants have proba-
bly suftersd more from the general de-
pression In business for the past two or
three years than the retail jeweller, yot
the actlvity shown in this line for the
piast three montha Is very encouraging.
Our fail and hollday businehs far sur-
passes our expectations, and we find the
demand for finer and more expensive
goods returning to such an extent that
wae shall, with the coming yenr, Increase
our facilities, with the assurance of a
jarger and more extensive busineas, An-
other evidence for encourfgement is that
there seems to be a better digposition on
the part of our people to encourage home
exterprise, and {f our merchants can only
guccend In satisfying the buyers in our
midet who are disposed to deal In the
larger clties that they can do equally as
well in our home market, not tho mer-
chant only, but our entire community
will be greatly benefited.

1 am glad
botter

.

Mr. Charles J. Shuman, shoest Tho ag-
gregite of businpss for 1997 compares fa-
vorably with 18, with no general Im-
provement. The closing months, Novem-
por and December, whilo showing deelded
galns, do not effect the aggreginte on
aecoynt of the dull months of September
and October. If the business for 1898 can
b estimated by the closing months of
1847, then we can look forward to great
improvement in the rétall shoe business;
otherwize, we can only await results,

L .

-

(. T. Cross Shoe Company: We feel
yery much encouraged with the trade
this fall, and ldok forward to & g0l
spring business. The public are begin-
ning to realize that there Is no practical
eseonomy ° In  cheap, trashy goods, and,
therefore, the cheap oraze I8 on the
wane, Wa have persistently adhered to
time tried, reliabls lines, and our in-
crensing s=ales are evidence of thelr true

worth,

. * L]

Messrs, W. 8 Hugg & Co, china: Our
business so fur in our brief carcer has
been remarkably encouraging, and, con=
sidering the way trade has opened up
with us, we cannot help but feel that our
expectations have been fully reallzed, arsl
that trade is getting back to n proaperous
gtiute. The reports from all over the coun-
try are for better times, and that trage
hns besn better this season thon for soma
time past. The many manufacturers of
goods in our line have been pushed fo
their utmost to supply thelr demands; in
fact, some were =o bad off that early In
the season they were refusing ndditionnl
orders, This fact alone gpeaks for 1tSeln
we look forward to the trade In 1898 10
sontinue on the line of improvement, aml
that next year will be more gatisfactory

than for many years past.
L] .

afr. J. G. Corley, of the Richmond Musio
Company; The piano trwde with us during
tho past year has indeed been very satis-
factory. Since September 15t trade hos
been good: in fact, better than it haa for
severnl years past, Ona very noticeabla
fenture in our line 1s & better demand for
high-grade Instruments Thia ia quite &
good indleation that times are improving.
Colledtions on old accounts could be bet-
tor: still, we find eollections somewhat
susler than in 1586, While we do not antt-
cipite a boom for 1508, we firmly belleve
that the worst is over, and look Torwnra
to 6 steady revival of business.

. L

Pranned, of the Chaze
Brothers Pldno Company* nainess with
our company in this territory for the
past yenr hhs been somewhat peculiar,
o gve had periods of uvnusunl good
wess, whils some months have shown
i decrense, as compared with the corre-
sponding months In the former ear, We
attribute some Increase in trude to -
vaneed prices of farm productions, nnd
have observed Indications of general im-
provement, Upon the whole, our business
tor the year past has beon very sitis-
*tactory, und os Jarge o8 anticlpnted. We
believe from the present industrinl 08
well as politieal situation, that business
may be conducted during tha coming year
with success, but recogmize ‘the lmpor-
tance of old rules in strict personal atlen-
tion, judicious advertiging, £nd economy,
which wa belleve will be found necessary
& show profitable resultls,
. .

Alr, Charles

- » -

Mr. G. M. Smithdeal, of the Smithdeal
Business College: 1 am glad to ho able
to write that while we, in company, with
nearly all other forms of business, have
somewhat felt the pressure of tha finan-
clal steingency of the country, we have
always been on the upward grade In
pumbers and influence and general pro-
gresslveness.  Our splendld new build-
ing, now in course of constructlon at the
northeast corner of Ninth and PBroad
sireets, is a praotical demonstration of
this fact. 'The school wis moved into its
present guarters In order to get morFe
yoom, and now has agaln outgrown its
home. One particularly gratifylng fea-
ture has been the constantly prowing
confldence that business-men seem to re-
pose fn us. Our prospects for 1808 are
very good, indeed, and we hope that at
its close we shall have even still greater
cauga for gratitude ta the bountiful giver

of all prosperity. g K
.

Messrs, Smyth Brothers & Kline, horses
and mules: Our business this fall 18 Just
about on a par with the fall trade of
1588, with a possible slight ndvantage In
favor of 159, “Prices nbout the same
for horses and mules, but demaod more
regular.”

Qur businesa is such that we are thrown
in contact with people from ull parts of
the country, and all report progress to
4 man for 1508, except those depending on
cotton for a livellhood. The deglers do-
ing business In cotton districts have tough
salling, but let it be sald: 1t all classes
of business people would hustle the same
as do the horse and mule dealers, there
would be less hard times and more busl

ness,
L L]

Mr, F. W. Dabney, bools and shoes: We
have been more than pleaged with our
bustness for the year just closed. While
we have had to do a great deal of busi-
ness on a close margin, yet our prones
on the whole have been satisfactory. ‘The
greater part of our sales have been of
medlum-priced  goods,  Our fall and
winter business has shown & marked
jmprovement over the first half of thne
year. This 18 gecounted for in a great
measure by the good prices attalned by
our, country customers for such farm
products as they have to sell. We start
the new year full of hope and encour-
agemen!, and $ée no remson why the
year of 1808 should not be better than

1507,

: .,
Mr. J. E. Quarles, bicycles: The vleycle
business in season of 1597 exceeded some-
what our expectations, entering, as it dia,
amongst the fall of prices on high-grade
wheels, thus making many riders hesitale
to buy untll matters bad become more
outlock for :ﬂ l.h’:

almost impossible N
heel market to

and are working me,
of fuet, when the peneral
merchants and the manufaot one
and all, are in the condition as above
stuted, the future of 18 is assured..

- -

- v
The Star Clothing-House:

to say that the
most successful one for the past two
yenrs, Business huas improved wonder-
fully with us during the past few
months. Our outlook for 158 Is a very
good one, and If all of the fnctories and
different places of work will start up,
as we hope they will do, we expect
even a better year than the past one,
- . -

Sydnor & Hundley, furniture: With
thankful hearts we close 18, Our moio
has always been forward, and our en-
deavor has beon to Keep in the front rank
of the procession. Looking back on the
work of the last ‘two years, when ah
kinds of eompetition had to be contended
with, and strong men were falling by the
way, we are led to exclalm, “Hitherto
hath the Lord led us' Our outiook for
the future |8 good. Our endeavor is 1o
keep n very full and complete stock, that
we piny meet the needs of every customar,
and while we make a speclalty of fine ana
high-grade furniture, our stock of medium
and cheap is very complete, Returning
thanks for past fuvors, we pledge for the
future our best efforts to furni=h the good
people of Richmond and Virginia a strict.
Iy first-class and up-to-date stock of Tur-
nlture to select from. We have enlarged
our upholstery department, and can MTVa
our patrons satisfactorlly In that ae-
partment., .

. . .

John E. Rose & (o, stoves. crockery,
and glassware: We have found business
for 187 entirely eatisfactory, and our ran
and Xmas trade far exceading 1, Cur
outlook for neéxt year |s onEOUrnEINg,
having s=everal large contracts to start
during January.

INCREASE IN JOBBING TRADB,

NMeports Geatifying Desplte Yellows
Yever nod Low Price of Cotton.
(Compiled by J, 11, Whitty, of tile Marion
Hownrd Improved Marcantile Agency.)
Copyrighted.

The volume of business in the Rich-
mond jobbing trada during 1597 shows au
Incrense over ihe pravious record, which
18 due to renewed energy on the part of
merchants, as well as {ncreases In the

prices of some commodities,

The first nine months of 1897 were the
most satisfactory, and during that period
some headway was giined, but the yel-
low-fover sears and fall In price of cot-
ton later on threw trade into a dormant
eondition, whera it has since been, awalt-
ing an active awakenming. With all,
however, thera were some galns made,
and houses report breaking last year's
record and golng ohead ‘as much as 34
per cent.

The higher flgires, however, wera fow,
and thess firms, speaking of this year's
future, say: *“IThe outlook does not hold
out many promises just now, and It looks
like harder and more intelligent work.
This work, however, must be done, and
with no lot-up, and good business nny-
where to gmsp wo Intend 1o put forth
our biest efforts and pull out another good
yeur,” ' With this sort of determination
on tha part of Richmond’s Jobbing houses,
thera 1a little fear of this year's future.
While the immediata outlook fa not prom-
ising. still stocka In geperal store mer-
chants’ hands are limited, and through-
put the tobacco sections there ace ghm-
mering rays of light. Undoubtedly,
there is much work nhead for this year,
but this situation Is not pecullar to Rich-
mond. Merchants, therefors, are likely
to push ahend, and not only hold all that
belongs to Richmond, but branch qut and
grasp all trai'e in sight. The subjolned
tibie shows the result of the trade for the
past year:

Class, Article, Capltal In  Annual

or Kind. Business,  Hales,
Groceries nnd Houors . 52,290,000 812,300 0i)
Dry goods and notions.. WG 000 026,100
Provisions ..., seeeses v S0000 2,500,750
Fancy groceries and to- -

BRECO  sossss sssavesssnse AI0,000 2,957,150
Boots and BHOES ....ever  TORMOD  3EN00
Drugs and licorics ... 450,00 1,207,560
Hardware and ngricul-

tyral implements ..... 265,000 876,760
Rallway ond plumbers’

SUPPIIOS  coeve  crnennne 260,000 080,425
Coal and wood ......... 315,000 610,876
Stoves, tin, c¢hina, and

CATLRENWATD . ..c0n0sans 150,000 [25.100
Olls, paints, and wvar-

RISHEE convians sesseshes  JTO000 427,000
Hay, feed, seed, and

NULBOTY. cveene covssssas 535,000 408,950
Hats, caps, and cloth-

INE scnnsess srpensstn eses 185,000 460,187
Hides and leather...... 215,000 i, 925
Books, statlonery, and

PRDET sevnnere susasnsrns 180,000 295,430
Sewing machines and

LYPOWTILErs .oooooeesess 150,000 I
Pianos, organs, ond

musical Instruments.. 95,000 17815
Wood and willow-ware. 65,000 165,875
Carpets and upholstory. 65,000 168,160
Sporting, bloycle, and

rubber goods .......... G500 215,50
Millinery and straw

008 1eurnes srenissnne 46,000 90,550

TOLALS ovevner soerees STI0,000 $30,4120,082

RICHMOND FAILURES IN 1807,
: Lin-

Businesas. No. Asseta, Lilities,
Grocerles, lquors, and
BAIOONE sansernsaserses 20 $ 22,000 3 62000

Dry-goods, shoes, and
Clothing secessesseeess I 106,300
Miscellaneous ....eeees 51 400,350

$£37.400 31,0740
RICHMOND CLEARING.
vereners messsssasnseseessSULSIREN 08
R TT Y ]

215,250
796,000

Inorease 1897 i.iivessesseese.$ 158580 55

Petition for Ellyson's Telease,

Mr. H. D, Armstrong, a juryman on the
panel that convicted Major Ellyson, &
negro, of assault several months &Ko,
presentad a petition to Governor O/'Fer-
rall yesterday for Eillyson's relense, The
petition s grounded on new evidence in
the case, and upon affidavits that some
of tho witnesses for the preascution
committed perjury. Governor O'Ferrall
declined to consider the matter, but ad-
vised Mr, Armstrong to present the petl-
ton to Governce J. Hoge Tyler.

Reception nt Mrs, O, R, Wren's.

Mrs, C. H. Wren, of No. 418 north
Twanty-elghth street, gave & very en-
joyable entertainment to her frlends hust
Tuesday night, The programme consist-
el of singing and recitations, after which
rofreshments wore served. Those present
were Mesdames C R, Wren and Muir,
and Missed Walker, Walton, Mulr, Ivy,
Nunally, and Messra. E.  W. Bandy,
Mayo, Archer, Lynwood Wren, and many
olhers,

sarsrnnis

few, but it none tho loss
a full and EODErous reApoONND.

who create these agencles and who
ha looked upon In the lght of

prineipals or constitucnts, The effe
necessary to this co-operation in
the compiritively e degree that it

.*
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has  _thus far  been given
disheartening, and nabsorbs an
of time and energy in the mere
maintain the organization and

of these agencies which ls rhost

nate.  ‘The vast amount of

onergy which has been given

oMcers and committees of the

and its TrafMe Bureau In ‘ralsing ”
money and sometimes in mnﬂz Y-
attention absolutely necessary, aiv
entiraly too much of their attention frooy
the Important work and direct 3
these organizations. .
PATRONAGE OF HOME INDUSTRIES, ~n;

It has been frequently and opealy
alleged df late that there I8 ]
ground for complaint In this community
that home Industries are not as loyally”
patronizged by our own as
should be. Upon equal terms home =
stitutions should always have the prées
ference, as by such patronage eus
in many meritorfous Instances, o ¥
nearly always {n the inception of suctk
entorprises, |8 assured. In no mofe
effective manner can they be advertised
abroad than by thelr froducts being used
at home, und in no more effective  mannes
can  other and  varled industries ba
attracted to such a centre.  Whils wo
should always be glnd to welcome the
advent of outside capital, skill, and labor,
the people of @ communily are ‘loe
consistent who advocate new enl
and outside capltal but neglect to sustain,
a8 far as practicable, those which sre
already established In thelr midst, and
In which {3 embarked the ecapital of thelm
fellow citlzens, A homely but apt’
filustration of what I8 necessary for m.
community aspiring to decided lt.-dlnttll’
progress anid of the way in which .
customs and conduct of any community
will ho regarded under such 3
is aftorded by Aesop in his fable of the'
lark and her young. He describes the' ]
owner of a ripe wheat fleld as saying!
The time has chme when 1 must send ta
all my neighbors tg help me with my
harvest, which speech when related by
her young enussd the mother of the brood
to sny, thers wrs no occasion to move
hor pest then, for the man who sends
to his friends to help him with his harvess
18 not really In earnest, PBut when the
owner saw the wheat shedding Its grain
for excess of ripencss and said, 1 will go
mysolf to-morrow with my laborers and
with as many renpers as I can hire and
will get In tha harvest, the lark sald
to her youpg: It is time mow to be off
for the man is in carncet this time. He
no longer trusts to hin friends but
redp  the field himself. Tim moral
fs: Helf hiolp is the best help, And the -];
moral geems equally trus whother it be
applied to the simple wheat fleld of the
husbandmin or to the more complex and
yarled flelds of tndustrial and
operations, which only yleld a harvest
to ¢ unitles as the zenl and enterprise
of thelr people is proportioned to theld
epportunities. 8 M. HAWES,

President Chamber of Commerce
i—
Christmas for the Children,

The “Christmas for the Children of the
Poor” of Church Hill, which, tirougis
the Ttyoad sympathy and Christian
charity of Misses Pearl and Ruby ’
kep, assisted by other charitable
and members of the city mission, had
become & custom,. was given I.:M'r
afternoon 6t Corcoran Hall, Ny 20
ehildren were prosent, and Iarge/ns the
pumber may seem, the depth of kindness
of thesa ladles had provided o present
for every one. »
Dr. Goudwin, rector of St. John's, mada

4 short and appropriste talk to the chll-
Little Misscs Gracle Wood and

by

dren,
Sadle Newman sang, with Mies Chenauly
necompanying on the plano. Mr. Howe
ard Molland, of McCabe's School Gleo
Club, also sang, with Mr. Witllam Wel=
lor necompanying him. After the pros
gramme had been concluded old  SBantik
(lnus, impersonated by Mr. George Gret=
tar, entered upon a sled drawn by Nttle
Hoger Wikon's goat-team. ,
The lndles who actively assisted the
Misses Bodeker In dispensing the guod
things were Mrs. Mary E. Snelling, M,
Green, Ary, Willlam Murray, Miss Dor
Pugh, Mre. Marin Rob nson, Miss liztle
Paldwin, Mrs. Preston Nash, and Misg
Magglo Prosser, -

A

The Virginla Stock Compner,
Subscriptions for season tickets I
been coming in to the support of |
Virginla Stock Company at & lyely ray
during the week, and the
the enterprisa are now
splendid succeas,
The plans of Manager
hill appear to have struck &
chord, having aroused the interest
regulnr theatra-
beyond his anticipations. He is
larly encouraged by the enthusissm
ludies have shown in
possl venture. . :
Many prominent peopls are among Lho

;Ilm have already %m i
ho greater pi SECL
ure lending thelr sctive ald to seéure

guests of his hotel, and
sistance Is being ex
Norfolk and Petersburg will
opportunity 1o be taken inte
next week. .

* persecated n Chinaman,
An assanlt was made upon a Chinal
fant Thursday night by two boys
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